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I. Background
Autonomous Vehicles, also referred to as
“self-driving cars”, “driverless cars”, "smart cars"

and “intelligent connected vehicles” (“ICVs”) are
rapidly developing in China and the government
has given serious consideration to the
development of the ICV industry. The industry has
been listed as one of the ten key areas for
development as part of the Made in China 2025
strategy and the Medium and Long Term
Development Plan of the Automobile Industry
identifies the development of ICVs as providing
breakthrough opportunities in the transformation
and upgrade of the automobile industry.!

Road tests play an essential role in the
development and application of technology for
ICVs. Since December 2017, various guidances,
implementation rules and other documents
relating to the road testing of ICVs ("Local Rules")
have been successively issued in locations
including Beijing, Shanghai, Chongqging. In
addition, road testing facilities for ICVs have been
built in Shanghai, Chongqging, Beijing, Zhejiang,
Changchun (Jilin), Wuhan (Hubei), Wuxi (Jiangsu)
and elsewhere. The legislative and practical
insights acquired during the testing processes

1 See the records of the joint press conference on Administrative Rules of
Road Testing of Intelligent Connected Vehicles (for Trial Implementation)
held by the Ministry of Industry and Information Technology, the
Ministry of Public Security and the Ministry of Transportation on April
12, 2018:
http://www.miit.gov.cn/n1146290/n1146397/c6128823/content.html.
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addressed in these Local Rules have provided a
solid foundation for the issuance of nationwide
unified administrative rules relating to ICVs.

On April 12, 2018, the Ministry of Industry and
Information Technology, the Ministry of Public
Security and the Ministry of Transportation jointly
issued the Administrative Rules of Road Testing
of Intelligent Connected Vehicles (for Trial
Implementation) (the "Administrative Rules"),
which subsequently came into force on May 1,
2018. The Administrative Rules are the first
national level regulatory document on road
testing of ICVs. By standardizing and unifying the
Local Rules, the Administrative Rules serve to
accelerate the development of road testing
processes for ICVs in China.

While there has undoubtedly been an
enthusiastic response to the convenience — and
the entertainment value — of ICVs, a recent
pedestrian death caused by an Uber autonomous
vehicle in Arizona, USA has highlighted the need
for safety to always be uppermost in ICV
development and road testing, and the
Administrative Rules take the approach that
safety should be the overriding concern in the
road testing of ICVs. We provide the following
commentary on the issue of ICV safety as it is
addressed in the Administrative Rules.


http://www.miit.gov.cn/n1146290/n1146397/c6128823/content.html
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